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(EMR) data.
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’—l vear in the United States [2]. And the total treatment cost of pressure ulcers in the UK is 1.4 to 2.1 billion
pounds annually and that was 4% of the total National Health Service expenditure in 2004, and go% of

this cost was related to nursing service time as the cost increased with uleer grade because the time to

treat became longer due to complications [3].

The ocecurrence of pressure ulcers during hospitalization is a significant patient safety indicator [4] and a
nursing-sensitive outeome [5,6]. The eriteria for evaluating healtheare institutions mandated by the
Ministry of Health & Welfare and the Korea Institute for Healtheare Acereditation [7] also included
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collection, and nursing process are required to prevent pressure ulcers.
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the high-risk groups, focused and effective nursing care prevents pressure ulcers, assures patients safety,

and reduces the cost by decreasing the length of a hospital stay [11].
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pressure ulcers. A proper assessment scale focusing on speeific patient groups, such as ICU patients,
would be verv important and would enable the provision of proper nursing care in timely manner.
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